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RECENT ACTIVITIES OF THE CENSUS BUREAU 

June 30, 1922, marked the termination of the three-year decennial census 
period within which, under the census law, the reports of the Fourteenth Decen- 
nial Census were to be completed and published. By that date the manuscript 
and the statistical tables for all the reports had been sent to the printer, and all 
the fundamental statistics and many of the detail figures had been published as 
bulletins or advance press statements. There remained the reading and check- 
ing of the printer's proof for a number of large quarto volumes and the prepara- 
tion of several monographs analyzing the statistics. 

The Bureau has thus established a record in census taking, as it is safe to say 
that at no preceding census has the public been supplied with such an array of 
facts concerning population, social conditions, and industrial activities so 
promptly after the data were collected and within the period prescribed by law. 
The Bureau has issued seven series of state bulletins in connection with this cen- 
sus, two on the subject of population, one on agriculture, one on manufactures, 
one on mines and quarries, one on irrigation, and one on drainage. These series 
have all now been completed and published with the exception of the series re- 
lating to manufactures, for which a few state bulletins are still in the hands of the 
Government Printing Office. Of the eleven quarto volumes constituting the 
final reports of the Fourteenth Census, three have been printed, namely, Volume 
I, Number and Distribution of Inhabitants, giving the population of states, 
counties, incorporated places, and other minor civil divisions; Volume III, which 
comprises the state bulletins giving the population classified by sex, race, nativ- 
ity, and age, together with statistics of illiteracy, school attendance, citizenship 
(naturalized or alien) of foreign-born, and dwellings and families; and Volume 
VII, which comprises the state bulletins for agriculture and is issued in three 
parts, one part for the Northern, one for the Southern, and the third for the 
Western states. 

Of the projected series of interpretative studies or monographs, one, that on 
Increase of Population by William S. Rossiter, is in type and nearly ready for pub- 
lication. The other monographs which are in various states of preparation in- 
clude: Recent Growth of Manufactures, by E. E. Day, of Harvard University; 
Recent Growth of the Mining Industries, by G. A. Roush, of Lehigh University; 
Immigrants and Their Children, by Niles Carpenter, of Harvard University; Il- 
literacy, by Frank A. Ross, of Columbia University; Farm Mortgages, by Jesse E. 
Pope, of Washington; Farm Tenancy, by E. A. Goldenweiser, of Washington; 
Wages in Manufacturing Industries, by Paul F. Brissenden, of Columbia Uni- 
versity; Children in Occupations, by Alba M. Edwards, of Washington; and 
Women Housekeepers, by Miss Bertha Nienburg, of Washington. 

A large part of the force of the Census Bureau at the present time is engaged 
upon the first biennial census of manufactures, which relates to the year 1921 and 
is taken in accordance with the provisions of a clause in the Fourteenth Decen- 
nial Census Act which authorizes the Director of the Census to collect and pub- 
lish statistics of the products of manufacturing industries every two years. The 
schedule is much briefer than the one used for the general census of manufactures 



516 American Statistical Association [92 

taken quinquennially, but it includes the number of wage-earners, the total wage 
payments, period of operation, cost of material, value of products, and in the case 
of many products, the quantity as well as the value. The results are being given 
out in the form of press summaries as rapidly as the work is completed, but as yet 
no printed report or bulletins have been issued. 

In the meantime, of course, the Bureau is continuing its regular annual in- 
quiries with regard to births, deaths, financial statistics of states and cities, and 
production and stocks of cotton, leather, skins and hides, and various other com- 
modities. 

The Bureau is making plans for the decennial census of wealth, public debt, and 
taxation, which will be taken next year and will cover the following subjects: 
Public indebtedness of the nation, states, and other civil divisions, 1923 and 1913 ; 
assessed valuation of property and amounts and rates of levy, 1860-1922 (for 
states, counties, municipalities, and other civil divisions); taxation and revenue 
systems of state and local governments; national and state revenues and expendi- 
tures, 1923 and 1913; county revenues and expenditures, 1923; municipal reve- 
nues and expenditures, 1923; and estimated valuation of national wealth, 1850- 
1922 (by states). 

Preliminary work on this subject was begun last July, and it is expected that 
the section on taxation and revenue systems of state and local governments will 
be ready for publication before the close of the present fiscal year. Dr. Willford 
I. King, of the National Bureau of Economic Research, has consented to act as 
consulting expert for this inquiry, particularly with regard to the difficult prob- 
lems of making an accurate estimate of national wealth. Other authorities will 
also be consulted regarding the scope of the inquiry and the methods to be 
followed. 

Another important inquiry to be taken up next year is the census of defective, 
dependent, and delinquent classes. This includes in its scope the insane in 
hospitals, sentenced prisoners in prisons, jails, and reformatories, paupers in pub- 
lic almshouses, and feeble-minded in institutions for that class. It involves hav- 
ing a schedule filled out for each inmate present and each commitment or ad- 
mission, giving age, sex, nativity, marital condition, and other data, including in 
the case of prisoners, offense and length of sentence, and in the case of the in- 
sane, the psychosis or type of mental disease. It should be added that the 
Bureau has not yet determined definitely the detail to be covered by these in- 
quiries, but while the schedules to be used have not yet been formulated they 
probably will not differ very greatly from those used in the last preceding census 
of institutional classes. 

In making the plans for the census of institutions and institutional classes 
the Bureau has held conferences with representatives of the National Committee 
for Mental Hygiene, the Child Welfare League of America, the American In- 
stitute of Criminal Law and Criminology, the National Probation Association, 
and other organizations and institutions. 

A census of benevolent institutions is also to be taken next year. This covers 
orphanages and other institutions for children, homes for adults, hospitals, dis- 
pensaries, and institutions for blind and deaf. No individual schedules regard- 



93] Notes 517 

ing the inmates or admissions will be filled out except possibly in the case of 
institutions for children, but the report will give the institutional population on 
a given date, the number admitted during the year, the number discharged, and 
probably the receipts, payments, and value of property. 

The Bureau is also planning to collect statistics of marriage and divorce relating 
to the year 1922. It is expected that this inquiry will be continued annually 
hereafter. As regards marriages, the Bureau heretofore has never done more 
than ascertain the number, but this time it is probable that a certain amount of 
detail will be compiled for those states where such detail is available in the state 
records. As regards divorces, the schedule will call for date of marriage; date of 
filing petition; who was libellant (whether husband or wife) ; whether case was 
contested; date of decree or judgment; number of years married; cause of divorce; 
kind of divorce (whether absolute or limited); number of children affected by 
decree; and whether alimony was granted. The following questions contained 
on the previous divorce schedules will be omitted this time: Date of separation; 
how notice was served (whether personally or by publication) ; whether intem- 
perance was an indirect cause when not direct; and whether alimony was asked. 



METHOD OF COLLECTING FINANCIAL STATISTICS OF CITIES 

AND STATES 

Financial statistics of cities were first collected by the Bureau of Labor, under 
an Act of Congress approved July 1, 1898, which authorized the Commissioner of 
Labor "to compile and publish annually, as a part of the Bulletin of the Depart- 
ment of Labor, an abstract of the main features of the official statistics of cities of 
the United States having over 30,000 population." 

The reports prepared by the Bureau of Labor for 1898, 1900, and 1901 covered 
a number of subjects, but always included the financial statistics; and since this 
work was taken over by the Bureau of the Census, in 1902, the financial statistics 
have been collected every year with the exception of 1914 and 1920, which years 
were unfortunately omitted on account of the press of the decennial census work. 
The statistics include the total and per capita receipts from revenues; total and 
per capita payments for expenses, interest, and outlays ; total and per capita in- 
debtedness; estimated true value and assessed valuation of property; and taxes 
levied, rates, methods of assessment, etc. Descriptions of accounting terminol- 
ogy and suggestions for uniform classification are also included. For a number 
of years reports were also published covering so-called physical statistics, such as 
statistics of police departments, fire departments, streets, charities, schools, and 
water, gas, and electric light systems, etc. 

Financial statistics of states similar to those for cities were collected for the 
first time in 1915 by order of the Secretary of Commerce, and since then they 
have been collected annually, except in 1920. 

From 1902 to 1921 the field work was performed entirely by agents of the 
Bureau of the Census who were sent to the cities and states. No assistance was 
asked of the city and state officials except that they permit access to their records 



